Newcastle Sun (NSW : 1918 - 1954), Wednesday 30 July 1952, page 4

Radar Detects More
Saucers In Washington

WASHINGTON, Tues. (A.A.P.)—Radar showed that the air
over Washington was full of flying objects early today, but an
airliner directed to one of the sightings could not find a thing. _

Civil Aeconautics Admin-
istration radar operators at
the nationai airport reporl:

ed as many as 12 unidenti-
fied objeclts on the screen
at one time from 1.30 a.m.
to 5 am. They appeared
to be travelling at 90-120
m.ph. in a 15-mile long
area.

About 3 am. an Eastern
Airlines plane was direct-
ed ino ithe area but its
c;ew saw nothing in the
sky.

Dropped By Planes

The height of the sight-
ings was not determined
becausc thc radar screen
at the na'ional airport does
not give an altitude indi-
cation.

Air Force officials raised
the p-ssibility that devices
dropped from planes to jam
radar may have floated
from the Canadian border,.

"WHere Aair eXercises wIv
PI'%EI'ESS.
T

1. M Levitt, dlrector‘

of Fels Pl.netarium, Phila-
Aelnhia .ztaid nonilots saw
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delphia, -said pilots saw
mirages because of the ex-
tremely hot weather. He
and Dr. D. H. Menzel, of
Harvard, agree that wea-i
ther cond.tions which cause
optical mirages also cause
radar and television mir-
ages. !

He was itive the ob-
jects would disappear as
soon as the weather qhang-
ed. As for oh,‘ects “flying
in formation,” Dr. Levitt
said city lights were uni-
forma.ly spaced and their
image rehected as & mir-
age would be in similar
forma‘ion. Air turbulence
coui:d give the effects of
“dog-fights.”
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